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SUBJECT: TWO MORE BY-ELECTIONS ON THE HORIZON 

REE: LONDON 7651 

SUMMARY: THE RECENT DEMISE OE TWO LABOR MPS HAS 
INCREASED LABOR'S OVERALL MINORITY IN COMMONS AND 
REDUCED ITS WORKING MAJORITY. AS A RESULT, THE 
GOVERNMENT EACES TWO MORE BY-ELECTIONS, THOUGH IT IS 
DOUBTFUL THEY WILL BE SCHEDULED BEFORE THE FALL. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . TWO LABOR MPS HAVE DIED IN THE LAST SEVERAL WEEKS, 
VACATING SEATS IN MANCHESTER, MOSS SIDE AND PENISTONE, 

AND INCREASING THE GOVERNMENT'S OVERALL DEFICIT IN 
COMMONS TO 17. INCLUDING HAMILTON (REFTEL), LABOR 
NOW FACES THE BY-ELECTION DEFENSE OF THREE SEATS. 

AT MOSS SIDE, REDISTRICTING IN 1974 CONVERTED A MARGINAL 
CONSERVATIVE SEAT TO A MARGINAL LABOR SEAT. ALTHOUGH 
THE LABOR VOTE HELD UP WELL IN MANCHESTER IN THE RECENT 
LOCAL ELECTIONS, THE MOSS SIDE SEAT COULD BE VULNERABLE 
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TO A SHARP DECLINE IN LIBERAL SUPPORT. THE GOVERNMENT, 
ACCORDINGLY, HAS SOME CAUSE FOR CONCERN ABOUT THAT SEAT. 
THE PENISTONE CONSTITUENCY, LOCATED IN SOUTH YORKSHIRE, 
RETURNED THE FORMER MP WITH A 15,000 MAJORITY AND MUST 
BE CONSIDERED A ROCK-RIBBED LABOR STRONGHOLD. 

2. CANDIDATES HAVE YET TO BE SELECTED FOR THESE TWO 
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CONSTITUENCIES. THE ATTENDANT DELAYS MAKE IT UNLIKELY 
THAT BY-ELECTIONS CAN BE SCHEDULED BEEORE JULY, WHICH 
MEANS THAT THEY CANNOT BE HELD BEFORE THE BEGINNING OF 
THE SUMMER HOLIDAY SEASON. AS A RESULT, THE GOVERNMENT 
MAY DECIDE TO DELAY THE BY-ELECTIONS UNTIL THE FALL OR 
TO DISPENSE WITH THEM ALTOGETHER IF CALLAGHAN DECIDES 
ON A FALL GENERAL ELECTION. ALTHOUGH THESE VACANCIES 
DIMINISH THE GOVERNMENT'S EFFECTIVE WORKING MAJORITY 
IN COMMONS, IT STILL HAS A FAIRLY COMFORTABLE MARGIN OF 
15 VOTES, INCLUDING THE LIBERALS. 

STREATOR 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ELECTIONS, PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS, POLITICAL PARTIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 25 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LONDON08292 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780222-0331 

Format: TEL 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780520/aaaaaqlh.tel 

Line Count: 74 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 0accba96-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 LONDON 7651 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2574777 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TWO MORE BY-ELECTIONS ON THE HORIZON 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, UK 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/0accba96-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



